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1  Why? 
 

When I was very young, my mother used to tell me a lot of anecdotes 

about my ancestors. I was very much impressed by them but 

somehow, this interest was lying dormant all these years. 

 

Recently, I came across a copy of my grandfather Ramappa’s will 

which was registered in 1919. I was fascinated to see that it 

contained a wealth of information about the times and personalities, 

including himself. This document is so well written that it is worth 

preserving and passing onto generations to come. 

 

My interest got revived after reading this, and I had some discussion 

with old timers to collect some interesting incidents and facts. I have 

now presented all this information in this write-up.   

 

Consider for a moment, these personalities performing in the 

general drama of life. They did not have any special merits when 

they arrived on the world stage. Yet they performed very well, in the 

sense, they prospered in all their endeavours, acquired lot of 

properties, earned good reputation, and lived happily. I do not mean 

to say they were demigods; they were ordinary human beings prone 

to mistakes and failures like any of us. Life was not a bed of roses 

for them but they did not sit quiet or grumble against fate for their 

failures. They were humble enough to accept reverses and work 

with renewed vigour. They lived and struggled under trying 

conditions. They had a passion to work hard, survive and succeed. 

Let us not forget that in those years man was closer to nature in the 
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sense that many modern facilities and gadgets were not available. 

There was no electricity, no TV, no telephone. Transport and 

communications were patchy at best.  

 

Good tidings apart, when things went wrong or not according to their 

likings with the passage of time, they did not give vent to their 

feelings directly. They seem to have taken it with a sense of 

detached outlook. They had implicit faith in god.  

 

This apart, certain aspects in their lives such as the act of atonement 

for the sin committed in felling the trees, selfless service for the sake 

of family, commitment to duties against all odds etc. leave a lasting 

impression on our minds. 

 

Ramappa says (in his will) “Mango trees in Harakere have been 

planted with charity and religious intentions. I was able to make 

properties by God’s grace and help from well wishers. I have not 

earned by any unfair means”. This along with Sundaram Iyer’s 

selflessness and generosity, my father’s discharge of social 

obligations and saintly life all serve as a beacon light for all to take 

note of, especially when these gentlemen are still remembered by 

people even after fifty years after they ended their parts.  
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This then reminds me of H.W.Longfellow’s lines (from his poem “The 

psalm of life”) 

 

 Lives of great men all remind us 

 We can make our lives sublime, 

 And, departing, leave behind us 

 Footprints, on the sands of time. 

 

So, why not? 
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2  My Family 

2.1 Introduction 
 
The earliest reference to my family roots, as far as I have heard, 

dates back to somewhere in the beginning of nineteenth century or 

so. When the then Sringeri swamiji was on a tour of south India, he 

was camping in Tanjore or Mayavaram. He asked a few Brahmins 

there (Sanskrit scholars) to come and settle down in Karnataka. 

About four or five families, all belonging to the Rathithara Gothra, 

from nearby places accepted Swamiji’s invitations and came to 

Karnataka. Of these, one pandit was stationed in Harakere, a small 

village near Shimoga. In Sringeri, the remaining were appointed as 

archaks in Sharada, Vidyashankara, Mallikarjuna and other 

temples. In my young age, I remember to have seen Sharade 

Seetharama Bhat (Durga bhatta’s father) and Thimmanna Bhatta, 

two descendents of the above mentioned pandits.  

 

Harakere is a small village about 5-6 kms from Shimoga on the way 

to Tirthahalli. The village is on the banks of Tunga River. In those 

years there was a Mallikarjuna Swamy temple and Rameshwara 

temple. Mallikarjuna Swamy temple is now in a dilapidated 

condition. However, Rameswara temple is in a good condition. One 

can still find it on the banks of Tunga river in Harakere. At the back 

of the Rameswara temple there are many rocks – big and small – in 

the river that flows by. Many Shivalingas can be seen on these 

rocks. There are also 2 black stripes on these rocks. These are said 

to be impressions of the chariot driven by Ravana while eloping with 

Sita. A couple of kilometers further from Harakere, there are two 

villages - Mattur and Hosahalli - on either banks of the river. Many 
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Sanskrit pandits reside in these villages. On a moonlit night, the river 

side with serene atmosphere presents a very soothing and 

memorable experience.  

 

 

 

Sringeri Swamji stationed one of the Brahmin pandits (who came 

from Tamil Nadu) in Harakere to look after daily poojas in the 

Mallikarjunaswamy temple and maintain vedic traditions. This pandit 

happens to be our fore father.  

 

Photo 1 and 2: Sri Mallikarjuna swamy temple and idols in it, as it is today 
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From this lineage at Harakere, I can go only up to the fifth generation 

including mine for details. That gentleman’s name was 

Suryanarayana. His wife was Venkamma. His mother’s name was 

Lakshmamma. Father’s name is not known. Nothing much is known 

about these people. 

 

I am trying to guess the approximate period when my ancestors 

landed in Karnataka from Tamil Nadu. 

 

2.1.1 Facts known to us 
 

1. Thippabhatta’s father was Suryanarayana and mother 

Venkamma. Suryanarayan’s mother was Lakshmamma. 

Father’s name not known.  

 

2. Thippabhatta’s real name was Shamaiah. He had no brothers 

and sisters.  

 

3. Ramappa wrote his will in 1917. He says he was 72 years old 

at that time and his father had died when he was sixteen 

months old. So he was born in 1845 or so. 

 

4. Thippabhatta had 4 children – 2 daughters and 2 sons. 

Ramappa was the youngest. 

 

5. In the 1950s, my elders were mentioning that our ancestors 

came from Tamil Nadu about 150 years back. This means it 

might be around 1800.   
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2.1.2 Considerations 

 

1. Suryanarayana and Venkamma are Kannada names. 

Shamiah could be Tamil as well as Karnataka name. 

 

2. It was customary in those years to name one child in family 

after grandfather or grandmother. So Thippa Bhatta might 

have carried the name Shamiah after his grandfather i.e. 

Suryanarayana’s father.  Thippabhatta’s daughter was named 

Venkamma after her grandmother i.e. Thippabhatta’s mother.  

 

3. It was a custom in those years to name the surviving child after 

natural elements like Kadu (Jungle), Thippe (Trash), Kallu 

(Stone) etc. when some children have died in the family. So 

Suryanarayana might have named his only surviving son as 

Thippe, which became Thippa Bhatta.  

2.1.3 Conclusions 

 

1. Ramappa was born around 1845. His father might have died 

in 1846.  

 

2. Since Thippa Bhatta had 4 children, he might have been born 

around 1790 or so.  

 

3. So Suryanarayana might have been born somewhere in the 

first half of 18th century.  

 

4. It was during the period of Sri Ugra Narasimha Bharati 

Swamigal (1817-1879), thirty second acharya of Sringeri that 
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Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar (Ruler of Mysore) during his 

visit to Harakere, gifted villages, lands and jungles to Sringeri 

mutt. My ancestors got a portion of Kudugala mane jungle at 

this time. This means my ancestors were already settled in 

Karnataka and they were caretakers (Shanubhogs) of Sringeri 

property in and around Harakere.  

 

In the following pages, I have recorded some of the details 

pertaining to the lives of these prominent personalities in our family. 

I start with Thippa Bhatta who is the first person, about whom we 

have some information.  
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2.2 Thippa Bhatta (a.k.a. Shamaiah) 
 

He was the son of Suryanarayana. He was an archaka in the 

Mallikarjuna swamy temple in Harakere.  

 

Thippa Bhatta was a very poor man. He had some lands but the 

income was insufficient. He was finding it difficult to maintain his 

family from the salary he was getting as an archaka. He had to pull 

on from small coins given by the travelers on the road while visiting 

the temple. He had two daughters and two sons. Venkamma, 

Subbanna, Surappa and Ramappa. Venkamma his eldest daughter 

was married to Lawyer Venkataramanaiah in Kānchāna, a village 

near Uppinangadi in Dakshina Kannada.  

 

In 1847, he was seriously ill. He probably felt his end was nearing 

and so he hurried up to get his second daughter, Subbamma, 

married since she had attained marriageable age. He was able to 

arrange her marriage with one Shamaiah in Harakere. Shamaiah 

was forty years of age and had lost three wives !!. Thippa Bhatta 

gave his second daughter Subbamma in marriage to Shamaiah as 

his fourth wife. He also entrusted the care of his other family 

members and properties to Shamaiah. Shamaiah was good enough 

to take the responsibility. 

 

Soon after this, he passed away in 1847. His fourth son Ramappa 

was just 15 months old at that time.  
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2.3 Surappa (Suryanarayana) 
 

Not to be confused with Suryanarayana, who was Thippa Bhatta’s 

father. One needs to keep in mind that it was common practice to 

name kids after their grand father’s names. Surappa 

(Suryanarayana) was the elder brother of Ramappa. He grew up 

with Shamaiah and Subbamma, his sister, after the death of his 

father. Later, he went to Uppinangadi and his sister Venkamma tried 

to help him get a job. After some time, he returned to Harakere and 

lived with his brother. He married Rangamma and had a son 

Ramachandra. He passed away when his son Ramachandra was 

just 16 months old.  
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2.4 Ramappa (Sri Rama) 
 

Ramappa was born in 1846 as the fourth 

child of Thippa Bhatta and Seshamma. He 

lost his father when he was just 15 months 

old. He was brought up by his sister 

Subbamma.  

 

He had some education in Harakere. When 

he was 14 years old, his brother in law 

Shamaiah took him to Yadamangala near 

uppinangadi for his marriage. Shamaiah died there of Cholera 

before the marriage. His wife Subbamma continued there for 2 – 3 

months, celebrated Ramappa’s marriage with Girijamma and 

returned to Harakere. Subbamma passed away after 2-3 years 

around 1863. She left all her properties to her brothers since she 

had no issues of her own.  

 

Now Ramappa and his elder brother Surappa had to take care of 

their families and properties. Both of them took up agriculture in the 

lands. They had lot of difficulties in maintaining the family. After 

some years their position slightly improved. At this time, the elder 

brother Surappa passed away leaving behind his 16 month old son 

and wife Rangamma. Now Ramappa was the lone breadwinner.  

 

In his free time, Ramappa used to frequent near the river side and 

surrounding places. He used to help travellers trying to cross the 

river for going to Hosahalli. On one of these days he happened to 

meet his friend Tirthahalli Bhima Rao. He suggested Ramappa to 

Photo 3: Ramappa (painting) 
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pursue his education, but Ramappa pleaded his inability to do so 

given his poor financial condition and family burden. Bhima Rao 

gave him a loan of Rs. 2000/- and recommended to his friend 

Adavappa Shetty to give him a loan of another Rs. 1000/- so that he 

could do some business.  

 

With this money, Ramappa took some portion of a jungle on rental 

basis. He also used to bid for government auctions for cutting trees 

and selling timber after obtaining nod from the Govt. His financial 

position slowly started improving. Within a couple of years, he could 

clear all the loans. For any further requirements, he used to take 

loans from the local marvadis, on interest. Over a period of time, he 

could stabilize his position well.  

 

In the meanwhile his wife Girijamma passed away. He did not like 

to marry again.  He had two sons, Shama Iyer and Ganesha Iyer, 

who were young at this time. 

 

Once a gentleman by name Subramanya Sarma from Kanchana 

came to Ramappa. He had brought a young girl and requested 

Ramappa to help him in getting her married. Ramappa asked his 

son Shama Iyer to marry this girl. After the marriage it turned out 

that the girl was very ignorant. So Ramappa asked Shama Iyer to 

marry another girl but Shama Iyer refused. He said he would 

manage with this girl only. Her name was Lakshmi Devi.  

 

Once, when the then Mysore Maharaja visited Harakere, he was 

pleased to gift some jungle lands to the local Brahmins. Ramappa 

got some portions of the jungle. Later on there were some 
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encroachments on his property and so he went to court. The then 

judge Vishweshwaraiya ordered a stay on the use of the jungle by 

concerned parties till the dispute was resolved. 

 

Some years passed, one day a Sanskrit Pandit by name 

Venkatesha Ghanapatigal arrived in Shimoga from Tanjore with his 

wife. He was on his way to Sringeri. He wanted to stay for a couple 

of days in Shimoga since his wife was not well. On enquiry in 

Shimoga, he was directed to Harakere Ramappa’s house. He 

landed there in the evening and stayed 

there for a few days. From the ladies’ talks 

he came to know that Ramappa was not 

willing to marry a second time even though 

his mother was pressing. Ghanapatigal was 

able to convince Ramappa to marry again. 

Ghanapatigal proposed his mother-in-law’s 

younger sister’s daughter Kamakshi for 

Ramappa. This marriage took place in 1890. This marriage was 

blessed by Sringeri Swamiji. 

 

Ramappa brought up his brother’s son Ramachandra Iyer, gave him 

education and celebrated his marriage. After a few years, 

Ramachandra Iyer wanted to live separately. So Ramappa handed 

over all his brother Surappa’s properties due to him, gave some of 

his own earned properties. He entered into a partition deed in July 

1906 to this effect.  

 

Ramachandra Iyer was not able to manage his properties well. His 

wife Sithalakshmi passed away leaving behind two children 

Photo 4: Kamakshi 
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Venkatachala and Rajalakshmi.. Ramachandra Iyer married his 

wife’s own younger sister Vijayalakshmi. He had three sons 

Venugopal, Nataraja and Radhakrishna and three daughters 

Kalpakam, Sithalakshmi and Saraswathi (Sarasu). Ramachandra 

Iyer lost all properties. He passed away around the year 1942.  

 

In 1904, Venkatesha Ghanapatigal brought his brother in law 

Rajagopala Iyer’s daughter Sharadamba (1899) and left her with 

Ramappa. Her parents Rajagopala Iyer and his wife Alamelu had 

both died leaving her an orphan. When Sharadamba was 13 years 

old Ramappa got her married to his second son Sitarama Iyer.  

 

Somewhere around the year 1910, there was a communal 

disturbance in Harakere. Anti social elements resorted to looting and 

violence. Many families moved out from Harakere. Sokki 

Ranganatha temple near Rameshwara temple was looted and the 

idol was broken. Kudali Raju’s father Ramadasappa was able to get 

the broken pādas (feet) of the deity Ranganatha.  This is being 

worshiped in their clarkpet house in Shimoga even now. 

 

In this violence, Sri Mallikarjuna Swamy temple also might have 

been attacked. One stone piece looking like a Lingam can still be 

seen in a dilapidated shrine opposite Rameshwara temple.  There 

is an inscription “Sri Mallikarjuna Swamy temple” and a Kali idol is 

kept there. This lingam is kept just below the Kali idol. 

 

Probably Ramappa might have bought two plots in Shimoga at this 

time and decided to Shift from Harakere. These lands were 

purchased from one Kumsi Hutcharaya for a total of Rs. 300/- in 
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Shimoga Big Brahmin's Street. He constructed a house and a 

carpentry yard adjacent to this house.  

 

Ramappa was feeling guilty about being involved in the felling of so 

many trees for use in his timber business. He placed his feelings 

before Sringeri Swamiji. The Swamiji asked him to plant two trees 

for every tree he cut down. This way he could do amends for the 

sins he was committing.  

 

So Ramappa decided to raise a mango groove. He bought some 

land near Harakere on the side of the main road from Shimoga to 

Thirthahalli. He explained his intentions to his wife Kamakshi (Pati):  

 

 This will be an atonement (Prayaschitta) for the sins 

committed by cutting trees 

 Birds, animals and insects will eat the mango fruits. 

 Travellers on the road also eat these fruits and be happy.  

 These fruits may be distributed among neighbours and friends 

 Surplus fruits can be enjoyed by family members 

 

Later on these fruits happened to be sent even to the Mysore 

Maharaja, president and vice president of India and other top 

dignitaries of the government.  

 

The place chosen for the mango groove was on the banks of the 

river Tunga. He planted the choicest seedlings. He and his wife 

carried water from the river and watered the plants. He struggled 
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hard and the Mango groove was a success true to his good 

intentions. 

 

Ramappa had four sons and three daughters from his second wife, 

Kamakshi. Sundaram Iyer (1893), Sitarama Iyer (1894), Ratnamma 

(1897), Srikanta Iyer (1901), Sharada (1905), Shivaswamy Iyer 

(1910) and Sundaramba (1913) were born in that order.  

 

Sundaram Iyer was married to Subbalakshmi (Subbamma), 

daughter of Nilakanta Iyer of Amruthur.  

 

Ramappa was looking after the duties of Shanbhog (Village 

accountant) of Gopanashetty koppa (a small village near Harakere). 

He had a good reputation and commanded respect in social circles 

by virtue of his sincerity and honesty. He continued to maintain good 

relations with his friends and benefactors.  

 

Once, Adavappa Shetty (Ramappa’s friend) told Ramappa that he 

had advanced a loan to some Gowdas against mortgage of 

properties in Bikkali village near Sringeri and they had turned out to 

be defaulters. Ramappa suggested that his son Shamaiah may take 

up the case, since he was a lawyer. Accordingly Shamaiah argued 

and won the case. Adavappa Shetty was very happy and he offered 

the property for sale to Ramappa since he could not take care of it 

in Bikkali. Ramappa suggested that since Shamaiah had argued the 

case, the property should be offered to him. Adavappa accordingly 

offered it to Shamaiah but he refused saying since father being the 

elder person, he should be given the property. Adavappa Shetty 

asked Ramappa to accept the Bikkali property of areca nut garden 
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(14 acres) and paddy fields (about 90 acres) for a sum of Rs. 

40,000/- payable at Ramappa’s convenience without interest. 

Ramappa accepted this.  

 

When Ramappa was seventy two years old, his friends Srikanta 

Shastry, agent Sringeri Mutt (In later years, the designation has 

been changed to Administrative officer), B. Garudachar, advocate, 

Thirthalli Bhima Rao, Adavappa Shetty and his own sons Shamaiah, 

Sundaram Iyer and Sitaram Iyer felt that he should write up a will 

distributing his properties and assets. Accordingly, he wrote a will in 

July 1917 and registered it in 1919 July.  

 

During this time, Ramappa had incurred other liabilities - an advance 

of Rs. 55,000 he had taken for a contract to supply timbers (He had 

fulfilled the contract to an extent though), Rs. 40,000/- payable to 

Adavappa Shetty towards Bikkali properties. These liabilities were 

worrying him. He was also a diabetic.  He fell ill for sometime and 

passed away just before Navaratri in 1919.  

 

In June 1958, when I was in Madras, I attended a discourse by Sri 

Chandrashekarendra Saraswathi, the Kanchi swamiji (senior to Sri 

Jayendra Saraswathi) in Vivekananda college, Mylapore. After the 

discourse, I approached the swamiji, prostrated and told him in tamil 

“I am coming from Mysore state”. He asked me in chaste Kannada 

“Are you from Harakere Ramappa’s family” and blessed me. I was 

very much surprised because I had not seen the swamiji earlier and 

it was nearly 40 years since Ramappa had died.  
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2.5 Shama Iyer (Shamaiah) 
 

Shamaiah was the first son of Ramappa from his first wife 

Girijamma. He was born around 1862 in Harakere.  

 

He had his education in Shimoga. After his education, he worked as 

a school teacher in Sringeri. His holiness Sri Chandrashekara 

Bharati was studying in a school in Sringeri where Shama Iyer was 

his teacher. After a significant stint there, Shama Iyer shifted to 

Thirthahalli, again as a teacher. He then studied Law and passed 

the pleaders’ test. He registered as a pleader in the court of 

Narasimharajapura. He set up his family there and practised as a 

pleader.  

 

He married a girl Lakshmi Devi, as suggested by his father. But she 

was not fit for a family life, being an ignorant lady. He had three 

sons, Subrahmanya, Chandrashekara and Anandarama and five 

daughters, Sheshamma, Jayalakshmi, and Girija. Probably the 

other two daughters died early. 

 

Shama Iyer was a very enterprising and intelligent person. He was 

successful as a lawyer. He made properties in different places. He 

was for some time an excise contractor also. He celebrated 

marriages of his three daughters and two sons.  

 

Shama Iyer was a very resourceful personality. When he refused to 

accept Bikkali property from Adavappa Shetty, it was bought by his 

father Ramappa. When they went to take possession of the 

property, the local people staying there, took out guns and 
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threatened to shoot. Shama Iyer immediately rushed to 

Chikkamagalur, lodged a police complaint, and brought with him 

police force. Shama Iyer took possession of the property under 

police protection after dislodging them.  

 

He was a very generous person. He used to feel very happy 

whenever he had guests in his house. On days he did not have any 

guests for lunch in his house, he would send his son to the nearby 

bus stand to bring somebody home for lunch.  

 

Though he was very successful in his profession, he did not enjoy a 

happy family life. His venturing to take up the excise contract seems 

to have incurred the displeasure of his father, who was a very 

orthodox and a simple living Brahmin. Shama Iyer’s wife being 

ignorant, and his children were not very intelligent. Sons could not 

help their father in managing his properties effectively. Daughter 

Sheshamma’s husband had divorced her. Jayalakshmi’s husband 

died early. Subrahmanya, his wife and son all died early.  These 

calamities hurt Shama Iyer very much.  

 

His second son Chandrashekara, got married to Parvathi, daughter 

of one Sitarama Iyer of Turvekere. Because Chandrashekara was 

dull, he was not treated properly by his in-laws. To add to all these 

miseries, Ramappa passed away in Shimoga in 1919. Shama Iyer 

was a disappointed man. In 1923, he came to Shimoga to his 

brother Sundaram iyer’s house. He fell sick and after some time he 

passed away in 1923.  
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2.6 Ganesha Iyer 
 

Ganesha Iyer married Kalyani, a girl 

from South Canara. He had one son 

Krishnaswamy and two daughters 

Kamala and Meenakshi. Kamala was 

married to A. Ramaswamy Iyer, very 

proficient in Ayurveda in Amruthur. 

 

Ganesha Iyer’s second daughter 

Meenakshi was married to 

Veeraraghava Iyer of Madras. He was 

a very good astrologer. They had 2 sons and 4 daughters. They 

were Chandrashekara (Paiiya), Ganesha (Ambi), Rangamani 

(Rangamanni – my brother Raju’s wife), Lakshmi, Sulochana and 

Leela. Veeraraghava Iyer passed away in 1941. Afterwards all these 

family members came to Shimoga and stayed with Sundaram Iyer. 

Ganesha Iyer passed away in 1911 from Plague.  

 

Photo 5: Kalyani 
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2.7 Sundaram Iyer 
 

Sundaram Iyer was born on 26th April 

1893 in Harakere. He studied only upto 

lower secondary. He was 26 years old 

when his father passed away. He had 

been going to the jungle with his brother 

I.e. my father to supervise timber work.  

 

 

Though Ramappa passed away in 1919, he had established well 

and was on the road to recovery, things began to turn the other way 

during the 1920s. Father’s death had put Sundaram Iyer in the 

driving seat on a bumpy road.  

 Ramappa had taken an advance for the supply of timber. This 

contract had to be completed.  

 Rs. 40,000 had to be paid to Adavappa Shetty for the 

purchase of Bikkali property.  

 In 1924, there was unprecedented floods in Tunga river. Many 

timber logs were washed away causing a huge loss.  

 One Mr. Ananthaiah who was appointed to look after the 

affairs at Bikkali had started giving trouble. He was not 

maintaining proper accounts and was not sending yearly 

yields.  

 Srikanta Iyer and Shivaswamy Iyer had to be educated.  

 Last sister Sundaramba had to be married off.  

 Jungle work had stopped because of the court stay order 

severely affecting the family income.  

Photo 6: Sundaram Iyer and his wife 
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 His brother Shama Iyer passed away in 1923. His family 

landed in Shimoga and this was an added burden 

 

It was at this juncture that Sundaram Iyer and My father Sitarama 

Iyer had to step in. Family income had to be increased, obligations 

had to be attended to, Bikkali problem had to be tackled, marriages 

had to be performed, etc., etc. Sundaram Iyer sent his brother i.e. 

my father to Bikkali to look after the affairs there. He took a decision 

to make furniture from the timber already collected in the carpentry 

yard and these were sold to augment the family income.  

 

Once, the chief minister of the then Mysore state Mirza Ismail placed 

an order with Sundaram Iyer for a dressing table 6’ x 3 ½’ for use by 

his highness Chamaraja wodeyar. Sundaram Iyer imported the 

required mirror from Belgium and got a very fine table made in his 

carpentry section. This was delivered to the Maharaja. The King was 

very happy and presented a gift of Rs. 1000 to Sundaram Iyer.  

 

At this time, one Mr. Mahalingam an official of Burma shell 

suggested to Sundaram Iyer that he should take up the agency for 

collection and distribution of kerosene oil to retail traders in 

Shimoga. Oil would come by railway tankers and this was to be 

collected in tins and transported to the retailers. Sundaram Iyer 

accepted this and he was on a salary of Rs. 45 per month. 

Shivaswamy Iyer volunteered to take charge of this work with the 

help of Ramamurthy, Venkataram, Ramu, Kodandu, Kitta (sons in 

the family). 
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Somewhere around this time there was a proposal to buy a running 

cinema hall near his house. Sundaram Iyer was not inclined in this 

proposal, since in those days cinema business was not suited for an 

orthodox brahmin family.  

 

Financial circumstances and pressures forced Sundaram Iyer to 

reconsider his decision. He went to Sringeri and approached His 

Holiness Jagadaguru for his guidance. Jagadaguru Sri Sri 

Chandrasekhara Bharathi Swamigal advised him to take up this 

business since it will do good to the family. Swamiji advised him not 

to get involved in the day to day affairs of the business and to avoid 

handling cash transactions earned from the business. 

 

He sold the kerosene oil agency to somebody for Rs. 3500 and 

bought the cinema theatre for Rs. 3000. This proved a turning point 

towards good tidings for the family.  

 

Sundaram Iyer accepted and followed the instructions of  the 

Swamiji in full. His sister’s son Rangaswamy was put incharge of 

the cash transactions and management of the theatre and 

Sivaswamy Iyer was looking after the management of the business. 

Sundaram Iyer never involved himself with the cash affairs 

throughout his life. Shivaswamy Iyer was stationed in Bangalore, to 

look after arrangement for movies required for exhibition in 

Shimoga.  

 

Fortune started smiling again on Sundaram Iyer and family. In due 

course of time, Srikanta Iyer graduated. My father established 

himself well in Bikkali. However, Shivaswamy Iyer did not like his 
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studies but was very helpful in business activities. Srikanta Iyer and 

Shivaswamy Iyer also got married in due course. Sundaramba’s. 

marriage was also celebrated.  

 

Not before long, the carpentry work came to a halt since there was 

no timber. To compensate for the loss in income, the cinema 

business started thriving. Touring cinema sets were purchased. 

Cinema theatres were set up in Bhadravathi and Sagara. Kitta, 

Ramamurthy, Venkataram, Ramu, Kodandu and Raju were given 

charge of these establishments.  

 

At one stage, one touring set was sold for Rs. 47,000. Out of this, 

loan of Rs. 40,000 towards Bikkali property purchase was cleared.  

 

The house in Shimoga was renovated in 1939 or so. Carpentry yard 

was dismantled and a house constructed.  

 

Sundaram Iyer married Subbamma, daughter of Nilakanta Iyer of 

Amruthur. They had a daughter who died after Ramappa’s death. 

They had one son Ramamurthy (1921) and one daughter 

Rajalakshmi (Rajamma) 1923 . Subbamma passed away from 

Hysteria after Rajamma’s birth.  
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His holiness Sri Chandrashekara Bharati swamigal was on a tour to 

South India in 1924-1927. When he was staying in Karur near 

Tiruchi, one school teacher V.C.Sundaresha Iyer met Swamiji and 

sought his blessings for his daughter 

Meenakshi Ammal who was ready for 

marriage. At that time, Swamiji 

remembered Sundaram Iyer’s situation 

and sent word to him to reach Karur. 

Sundaram Iyer was asked to marry 

Meenakshi Ammal under the aegis of 

Sringeri Mutt at Karur. Swamiji blessed 

the couple. In course of time, he had 

three sons, Jagadisha, Gopalakrishna 

and Chandramouli and three daughters, 

Lalitha, Lakshmi and Tripurasundari. 

  

After Shama Iyer’s (Ramappa’s first son) death in 1923, all his family 

members came to Sundaram Iyer’s house in Shimoga from 

Narasimharajapura. After some years Shama Iyer’s wife Lakshmi 

devi, their son Subramanya, his wife, son and his sister Jayalakshmi 

all passed away. Sheshamma was taken by Sharada atthe to her 

house. Chandrashekara and his family went to Bikkali house. His 

brother (Anandaram) Anandu did not marry and he continued in 

Shimoga. Sister Girija was married to Sri Pashupathi Sharma of 

Kolinjivadi village near Dharapuram in Tamil nadu. They had a son 

and daughter (Indira).   

 

Sundaram Iyer had a very high reputation in all official circles in 

Shimoga. For a brief period, he also served as an elected member 

Photo 7: Mallikarjuna and 
Chandramouli 



  My ancestors 

 26
 
   

of the bench court in Shimoga. A few instances will reveal the 

reputation and respect he enjoyed in official circles.  

 

 Soon after his daughter Lalithu’s marriage in 1950 in Shimoga, 

the bridegroom’s party was to leave for Bangalore by train. 

Somehow the party arrived a few minutes late in the railway 

station. Sundaram Iyer was on the railway platform earlier. 

The train was delayed to accommodate the party even though 

Sundaram Iyer did not make any request to the authorities. 

After everybody was seated comfortably, Sundaram Iyer 

waived his towel and then the railway guard gave the green 

signal.  

 

 Materials required for the cinema theatres in Sagara and 

Bhadravathi used to be sent through Railway guards without 

any charge.  

 

 Boys looking after touring sets never had any difficulty in 

getting license for cinema or managing the rowdy elements 

anywhere in the state. A mere mention of the name of 

Sundaram Iyer was enough, to get license and police 

protection. 

 

 Once there was a theft in the theatre in Shimoga. The thief 

was caught in the morning and the matter was reported to 

Sundaram Iyer. The thief was an employee in the theatre. 

Sundaram Iyer ordered that the thief should be arrested. 

Accordingly, the thief was put behind bars. At about 1 p.m. that 
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day just before sitting for lunch, he called Rangaswamy and 

sent him to the police station to get the thief released 

immediately. Sundaram Iyer took his lunch only after 

Rangaswamy informed him about the release of the thief. 

Though he had a rough outlook, he was very kind at heart.  

 

Daily there used to be some guests in the house. People coming 

from far off places to go to Sringeri for Swamiji’s darshan would be 

asked by the Swamiji to visit Sundaram Iyer in Shimoga. Thus his 

house would be visited by all the saints and devotees of the Sringeri 

Mutt.  People coming to Shimoga for the first time would have no 

difficulty in locating the house. By a mere mention of Sundaram 

Iyer’s, anybody would guide correctly. Such was his popularity. 

 

It would be interesting if I give some details about the family in those 

days. It was a very big joint family. There were about 75 persons 

living under one roof. In addition to this, the floating population on 

any day consisted of visitors on their way to and back from Sringeri, 

guests and relatives whose stay ranged from a few days to a month 

or so.  

 

The house was very big and had all facilities. It had 2 floors. There 

were about 15 rooms, for stay of couples, three big halls, three 

verandahs (14 x 40), separate rooms for ladies and gents for bath, 

pooja etc., separate dining halls for elders and children, separate 

accommodation for ladies dressing and spreading clothes (Madi). 

There were separate rooms for morning coffee, heating milk at night, 

preparation of fried items, and special dishes on festivals and other 
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occasions. Lumbers rooms, store room, cattle shed, toilets and 

many others.  

 

Almost everyday would be a special day in the house. There  would 

be family functions like Birthdays, upanayams, festivals, poojas and 

so on.  With so many people in the house, it was like a miniature 

world. At any time there would be music, bhajans, gossips, jokes, 

grumblings, arguments, tiffs and above all there was entertainment 

from Cinema theatre.  Sundaram Iyer enjoyed this setting very much 

and he ruled like a lovable king, feared for his authority and 

respected by everybody for his magnanimity.  Oh! What a living it 

was in those days!. I consider myself lucky to have been part of this 

family in those days. It was a golden age in my life. I am sure all 

those who were with me then would feel the same way.  

 

Sundaram Iyer was a deeply religious person. He had completed 

one hundred Sahasranama archanas with lotus flowers in his house. 

Every year he would perform Sri Rama Pattabhishekam. There 

would also be a Satyanarayana pooja every month. He renovated 

Srilakshmi Narayana and Bhavani shankara temples in the Brahmin 

street, Shimoga.   

  

Pillayyana giri is a small village about 6 kms from Shimoga. There 

is a Venkataramana swamy temple on a small hillock there.  

Sundaram Iyer used to take active interest in the annual car festival 

of this temple.  Once there was an accident on the day of this 

festival. The chariot carrying the deity fell down. There was a huge 

crowd drawing the chariot but miraculously there were no casualties. 

The chariot came down slowly and so people were able to escape. 
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Only a few people got injured. By God’s grace, a great calamity was 

averted.  

 

Temple authorities were not eager to conduct the car festival next 

year. Sundaram Iyer was particular that the festival should be 

celebrated. To add to this, there was widespread shortage of food 

grains throughout the country and government was taking stringent 

measures to control the situation. Orders were passed that there 

should be no public functions and no mass rice feeding throughout 

the state. Sundaram Iyer met the D.C. and tried to get exemption 

but failed.  Now, he had to think of some other plan. He decided to 

arrange for food without using rice. The menu decided was Jack fruit 

payasam, laddu and mango pickles.  

 

Elaborate and meticulous arrangements were done to see that 

absence of rice would not be felt by the public. My brother, 

Kothandarama was sent to Hubli for purchase of about 40 tins of 

high quality butter and special Byadgi quality red chillis. Bengal 

gram whole was purchased and processing was done to get high 

quality dal flour. Butter was heated at home to prepare ghee, so 

were the chillies ground at home. High quality raw mangoes from 

our mango garden, jack fruit and jaggery were also purchased. From 

all these ingredients, the menu as mentioned above was prepared. 

Car festival was held as usual. People turned out in hundreds and 

enjoyed the darshan of Balaji and the menu. The Menu of course 

was the talk of the town for months.  

 

Sundaram Iyer was very much attached to Sringeri Mutt, which he 

used to visit frequently. Swamiji also had a special affection for him. 



  My ancestors 

 30
 
   

In 1953, Sri Chandrashekara Bharathi Swamiji completed 60 years. 

Some devotees decided to celebrate the event and formed a 

committee with Sundaram Iyer as the secretary. But Swamiji did not 

accept this on the ground that Sanyasi’s birthday is not to be 

celebrated. The committee decided to perform Athirudra Swahakara 

Mahayaga and Sahasra chandi yaga for the common benefit of the 

public. His Holiness Sri Vidya Thirtha Swamiji (The junior Holiness) 

discussed this with the senior Swamiji and obtained his permission. 

Previously, such yagnas were conducted only during the reign of 

Tipu Sultan. As such, this involved a lot of preparations, funds, 

manpower, etc.,. Sundaram Iyer jumped into the fray and started 

working day and night. He took up tours for the collection of funds.  

 

Such restless efforts had an effect on his health and by December 

1953 or so he suffered from a Carbuncle (a boil) on his nose which 

confined him to bed for months. Expert medical attention was given. 

But, since he was a diabetic, further complications developed. As a 

consequence, committee work suffered and the collections were 

poor which added to his worries. This in turn made his condition 

worse.   

The committee members were deeply concerned since funds were 

not forthcoming sufficiently. Sundaram Iyer assured that if 

necessary, he would sell all his properties but there would be no 

laxity in the scale of functions.  

 

However, by the grace of Swamiji’s blessings he recovered in 

February 1953. Activity picked up and the functions started on 2 

April 1953 as scheduled and concluded on 9th April 1953. A miracle 

happened on the last day. A rich man from Hyderabad donated a 
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large sum of money. This was followed by other donations as well 

and the committee had surplus funds in the end.  

 

People from all parts of India descended on Sringeri in humungous 

numbers. Arrangements were very elaborate. About 6 – 7 huge 

pendals to accommodate thousands of persons were erected on the 

sands of Tunga river. Yagashalas, food distribution, tents, water and 

sanitary facilities, security, etc., were all arranged. Food was served 

to the whole of Sringeri on all the days.  Government had to step in 

and make all arrangements to handle the huge crowds. 

 

Sri Chandrashekara Bharathi swamigal 

did not come out of his Tapas. He was 

absorbed in tapas. Sri Vidya thirtha 

mahaswamigal supervised all 

arrangements and delivered lectures on 

all days. On the last day, Sri Vidya Tirtha 

Swamigal followed by Sundaram Iyer 

requested Sri Chandrashekara Bharathi 

Swamigal to grace the occasion since 

lakhs of devotees would be disappointed 

if they did not have darshan of Swamiji. Swamiji said “God is 

pleased with the functions. He will send showers”. It was mid 

summer and the day was hot with no clouds in sight. All the yagnas 

were completed with Poornahuti  in the august presence of Sri 

Vidyathirtha Mahaswamigal around 1 p.m. At about 2 p.m. whole of 

Sringeri received welcome showers true to the blessings of Swamiji. 

Photo 8: Sri Chandrashekara 
Bharati Swamigal 
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Throughout his life, Sundaram Iyer 

struggled to augment the family 

income, maintain traditions and 

carry out responsibilities as 

directed by his father in his will. He 

discharged these functions along 

with his brothers creditably. He also 

went to Gaya and Kashi along with 

his mother and Srikanta Iyer as per his father’s wishes. 

 

As years rolled on, the family size went 

on increasing but he was able to keep 

them all together. He would feel very 

happy whenever any of his brothers and 

sisters came from Bangalore or Bikkali. 

He would not allow them to return to their 

places easily. He always wanted the 

whole family to live together. He enjoyed 

the company of all family members. He 

would chat for hours with his sisters and other elders, play with 

children and entertained everybody with his wit, humour and 

mimicry. In fact, he was heart broken when the proposal for partition 

of the properties came before him. He was so much depressed that 

he did not talk to his brothers for some time.  

 

In 1954 September, Sri Chandrashekara Bharathi Swamigal 

attained Mukthi. This was a terrible blow to Sundaram Iyer. He 

probably did not recover from these two shocks. 

Photo 9: Sundaram Iyer’s 60th Birthday 

Photo 10: Sundaram Iyer with 
family 
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He was diabetic. He suffered from eyesight problems in the later 

years of his life. He fell ill in 1955 and was admitted to Bowring 

Hospital in Bangalore. The case was diagnosed as prostate cancer. 

His brother Srikanta Iyer ensured very good medical treatment. But 

Sundaram Iyer breathed his last on 27th April 1956 after prolonged 

illness. He was 63. It is a strange co-incidence that he was born on 

26th April and  died on 27th April at 11:30 pm. 
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2.7.1 Personality traits 

 

Personality: Short and lean. Fair complexion. 

 

Dress: a) Normal : Dhothie (kache) & Full arm shirt. 

 

b) Official: Dhothie, coat and Turban. 

 

Ailment: Chronic diabetic. Eyesight affected.  

Not careful in food habits. 

Cancer in prostate glands towards the end. 

 

General: a) Outwardly aggressive but inwardly soft and large 

hearted 

 

b) He was a very selfless person. He never cared for his 

personal comforts and never gave special attention 

to his children. He did not evince keen interest in their 

health or education and never thought of any property 

for his children nor purchased any jewels for his wife. 

Incredibly, he never handled money in his life. 

Whenever he had to go out, he would ask 

Rangaswamy, the family financier, to give him 

money. After his return the balance in his pocket 

would go back to Rangaswamy. I have never seen 

such a selfless person in my life. 

 

c) He had bought a Jutka for family use for a few years. 

Afterwards, he bought an Austin A40 car.  
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d) During mango season fruit baskets were being sent 

to the president and vice president of India, Maharaja 

and close friends in Delhi, Madras, Bombay and other 

places. Fruits were distributed in their neighbourhood 

also and all houses in the street.  

 
Hobbies: a) He was fond of playing dice (pagade – kannada) with 

his sisters. Whenever his sisters came to shimoga, 

he would sit with them at night and play the game. 

All the sisters were very good at the game. He was 

not equal to them. During the play when he reached 

a helpless stage, he would disturb the game and 

create an uproar.  

 
b) He was very good in mimicry. During chatting with 

family members, he would entertain everybody with 

mimicry and jokes. 
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2.8 Sitarama Iyer 
 

My father Sitarama Iyer was 

born on 28th October 1894 in 

Harakere on the Naraka 

chaturdashi Deepavali day. 

He also studied only upto 

second standard. He was 

around 25 years old when 

his father passed away. In 

his younger years he had 

been going to the jungle to supervise timber work.  

 

One Ram Iyer lived in Umayalapuram, 

near Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu. 

Rama Iyer’s wife was parvathi. They had  

2 sons and one daughter – Rajagopal 

Iyer, Vaidyanathaswamy Iyer and 

Meenakshi. Meenakshi was known as 

Pattinam (or Patnam) patti in our family 

circles. She was married to Venkatesh 

Ganapatthigal, who was a samskrit scholar. They had no issues.  

 

My mother Sharadamba was the only issue for her parents,  

Rajagopal Iyer and Alamelu.  My mother was only 5 years when both 

her father and mother died. So Venkatesh Ganapatthigal and his 

wife (Patnam patti) brought the 5 year old Sharadamba to Shimoga 

and left her with my grand father Ramappa. My grand father asked 

my father to marry Sharadamba when she become 13 years old. My 

Photo 11: Sitarama Iyer – Performing pooja 
in Shimoga house 

Photo 12: Pattinam Patti 
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father married her around 1912 or so. Kamakshi patti (Ramappa’s 

second wife) was Parvathi’s younger sister’s daughter.  

 

Bikkali affairs were being managed by one Ananthaiah. He had 

started creating trouble. He was not sending any yield to Shimoga. 

So, my father decided to go to Bikkali and take charge of the 

properties there. When he went there, Ananthaiah did not co-

operate with him. Ananthaiah had colluded with some local people 

and troubled my father. My father slowly started asserting himself 

and threw out Ananthaiah with the help of the police.  But the take-

over was not smooth and easy. Basically there were two types of 

opposition. First, Gowdas and others did not like a Brahmin to come 

into their area. Second, Brahmin land owners did not like a new 

entrant into their territory.  

 

 Bikkali in those years was a malaria infested place. 

Government had taken many steps to control Malaria. In the 

malnad region, the topography is different from the plains. 

Each village in the malnad region consists only of a few 

houses. Each village is a few miles apart from the others. You 

have to cross hills, & dales and paddy fields to reach villages. 

There was only one local dispensary in Hariharapura, a small 

town about 7 kms from Bikkali. All surrounding villagers had 

to come there for medicines. There would be one doctor and 

one compounder to cater to the villagers’ needs. If a patient 

cannot come to the hospital, people had to arrange for a 

bullock cart in the earlier years or a taxi in the later years from 

Hariharpur to take the doctor to the patient. There were a few 
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conscientious doctors who would go to all corners of the 

villages braving rains, unhealthy conditions, and lack of roads 

or buses. They wouldn’t mind losing their sleep and other 

comforts.  

 

 In those days, bus facilities were very poor. It would take 

nearly two days from Shimoga to Bikkali, a distance of only 

about 70 kms. Sringeri is about 25 kms by road and about 12 

– 13 kms by foot through paddy fields and jungles from Bikkali. 

Malnad region is on the top of the western ghats. Bikkali is 

about 20 kms from Agumbe, known as the Cheerapunji of 

South India. It receives very heavy rainfall every year. So 

much so, the soil is not fertile here. Cultivation returns are not 

compatible with the efforts put in. Labourers had to come from 

South Canara through Agumbe.  

 

 When my father went there, he was alone for a few months. 

He shifted his family only afterwards. My mother along with my 

brothers, Ramu and Kothandu moved to Bikkali. The house 

there was built by the gowdas who were staying previously. 

Father would go away in the morning on his duties and mother 

would be lonely with the two kids. In the beginning, she had 

not yet acclimatized to the new environment. Consisting of 

forests, gardens etc. There was no company for her except for 

some servants, who would be away on jobs during day time. 

There was no electricity. There was one peculiar type of bird, 

whose whistling sounded like the kannada word “Sikkhidaru” 

(“caught” in English). Mother would be very much scared. Also 
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she used to get frightened by some spirits in the house. One 

evening she was sitting in the front verandah with a lantern 

and two kids. Father had not yet returned. Suddenly she heard 

a loud whistle which came from inside the house. She was 

very much frightened and she did not know what to do. She 

went on doing japams and reported to father after his return. 

Some nights when she went to bed with father and kids, she 

would hear somebody whispering in her ears “Come 

Sharadamba”. She would be frightened and tell my father 

about this. Father would say “don’t be afraid, say ‘Rama 

Rama’ and sleep”. She managed all these experiences well 

since she was a brave woman.  

 

Father took note of these incidents and arranged for regular 

poojas in the house. 

Some homams were 

conducted to ward of 

evil spirits. By and by 

people started 

coming in the house. 

One lady cook was 

appointed. Some lady from a nearby village would come and 

keep company with mother. After a few years, things 

improved.  

 

My father had to struggle against all these odds. He took time to 

settle down and get to know the various problem areas and 

requirements of his properties. Our properties included areca nut 

gardens and paddy fields. All the properties were not in one place. 

Photo 13: Sitarama Iyer and his wife. 
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Some were under self cultivation and some were given for rent. He 

had to familiarize himself with the places, personalities, records, 

accounting, etc. He did this within a reasonably short time. He 

started building rapport with the local personalities who mattered 

most.  

 

Slowly he was able to establish himself. In the process, he had many 

health problems including Malaria. Life was very difficult. However, 

he waited patiently to get accustomed to these conditions. Over the 

years, he was able to understand the problems of the agriculturists 

and development needs of the area.  

 

One day a few friends came to him and requested him to take up a 

defunct society. This was a registered credit society in the area. It 

was not functioning properly. The incumbent secretary had not 

maintained proper accounts and the society had stopped 

functioning. The objectives of the society were to extend credit 

facilities to the members and be of use to them in their agricultural 

activities. My father’s friends actually forced this on him. He 

accepted this and tried to work sincerely to set things right. He 

realized that this was one way he could serve the people.  

 

He worked as an honourary secretary without taking any 

remuneration. He worked very hard and brought back the society to 

life. He found out many methods to achieve the objectives of the 

society. He arranged to get medicines from Govt. agencies for the 

arecanut trees and distributed them to agriculturists. He invited 

Govt. agricultural departments and other related institutions and 

arranged for the education of public in the use of fertilizers and other 
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methods to improve the yield. He increased the membership of the 

society. Annual meetings were held which was unheard of 

previously. He would arrange for sumptuous supply of snacks and 

coffee during the meeting, in order to attract members. This became 

very popular. He introduced loan facilities to the needy farmers. If 

any member could not repay the loan and the society had to auction 

the property of the farmer for the loan clearance, my father would 

buy the property himself in the auction. He would ask the farmer to 

repay the loan to my father in convenient installments without 

interest and take back his property after clearing the loan.  These 

steps not only helped the farmers but also enhanced his reputation. 

His voice was heard and he commanded respect from all quarters.  

 

Society records were well maintained and the Government audit 

reports started praising the society for its good work. The Society 

won the annual rolling shield instituted by the Govt. continuously for 

three years. Thereafter the Govt. allowed the society to retain the 

shield on a permanent basis. It was considered as one of the best 

governed societies in the whole of Karnataka. My father was its 

secretary till the end of his life.  

 

One evening, when my father was talking with some friends, a 

gentleman appeared on the scene. He had grown beard and was 

wearing a shabby dress. On enquiry he told he was Chandru, 

Shama Iyer’s second son. My father rook pity on him and took him 

home and gave him proper facilities.  

 

Chandru was illtreated by his in-laws in Turuvekere. He felt 

disgusted and came out. He first went to Shimoga. Since his sisters 
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and brother had already landed there after his father’s death, he 

came to Bikkali. After a few days, he went to Turuvekere and 

brought back his family to our house. Chandru had two daughters 

Indira and Shantha and two sons Krishnamurthy and Raju.  My 

father gave education for these children and celebrated the 

marriage of Indira.  

 

My father had one daughter Pattamal (Alamelu) and 5 sons – 

Venkatarama, Ramaswamy, Kothandaram, Rajagopala and 

Shankara.  

 

 

Photo 14: Venkataramu with wife 
and daughters – Dharmu, Vaidehi 
and Saraswati 

Photo 15: Ramu and his wife 
Sitalakshmi 

Photo 17: Kothandu and Shankaran Photo 16: Raju 
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In those years, the legislative wing of the Government was called 

representative Assembly. Some of my father’s friends forced him to 

contest the election. My father was elected unopposed and he 

attended legislative sittings held in Bangalore every year. He was 

called an MRA (Member Representative Assembly) (the present 

MLA). He contributed in many development works such as building 

bridges, improving roads, school, bus facilities and introducing mail 

delivery. He served as an MRA for 7 years in Koppa Taluk.  

 

He started a provision store on the road side. After some years, he 

added a cloth shop also. In course of time, he purchased a rice mill 

in hariharapura for 17000 rupees from K. C. Chandramouli Rao of 

Sringeri. The rice mill was not in working condition. My brother 

Kothandu set it right after purchasing machinery requirements from 

Dandekar & Co. All these helped in establishing my father as a VIP 

in the Bikkali area.  

Photo18: Pattammal 
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There is a Shiva temple in Bikkali. This temple has a ‘Udbhava’ 

Shivalinga. This temple was in a dilapidated condition. My father 

took up the renovation work. He approached Sringeri Swamiji and   

apprised him of his intention to install idols of Ganapati, Parvati and 

Subramanyaswamy in the temple. Sri Chandrashekara Bharathi 

swamigal asked my father to install Balaganapathi, 

Balasubramanya and Varada Durgamba. My father went to Karkala 

in South Canara and placed orders with Ranjala Gopala Janardhana 

Shenoy, a very famous sculptor. This sculptor has done  

 

Sri Gomateswara in Dharmasthala. He has done two pillars in 

Ananthapadmanabhaswamy temple in Karkala. It is worth a visit for 

its artistic and exquisite sculpture work. Idol work for Bikkali temple 

Photos 19-22: Bikkali temple idols as it is today. Ganesha, Shiva and 
Subramanya, Parvathi and Nandi. 
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was given to him. Panipitha (3 pieces) for the Shivalinga and Nandi 

also was done by the sculptor. All these were delivered in the month 

of February 1953 or so. The total cost of all these was Rs. 1150/- 

 

Srichakram to be installed below the Varada Durga idol was 

specially worshipped by Srichandrashekara Bharathi Swamigal in 

Sringeri. Garbha grihas were constructed in the Bikkali temple. 

Prathistapana or installation ceremonies were held in March 1953. 

Ganapathi homam, Chandi homam, Subrahmanya homam and 

Rudra homam were performed as part of the celebrations. It was a 

8 – 10 days affair in the first week of march 1953 and was attended 

by a large number of relatives and guests. Priests were brought from 

Sringeri in large numbers and all people from surrounding villages 

attended the function.  

 

My father could not complete the temple before the function. Owing 

to financial difficulties, he could not continue the construction 

afterwards also during his lifetime. The temple committee however 

completed the construction and performed Kumbhabhishekam, 

after his death. 

 

I attended the Kumbhabhishekam function in March 1992 which was 

graced by the Swamiji of Hariharapura Mutt. I had the privilege of 

carrying the Kalasha to the top of the temple. This has been 

videotaped also.  

 

Father was performing Ganapathi, Subrahmanya, Chandi and 

Rudra Homams every year in Summer in the temple. He used to 

perform late night Abhishekams during Shivaratri in the temple. 
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Every Monday evening there used to be Bhajan session in the 

temple with people from surrounding places. Father appointed a 

priest for the temple. He gave this archak a house and arranged for 

Govt. salary. He regularized some lands which were in the name of 

the temple but had no proper records. He helped the archak to 

cultivate these lands and get paddy. There used to be functions and 

poojas two to three days in a week in our house and Archak would 

perform the poojas. This way he would get some money. 

 

One Krishnamurthy Rao lost his house and properties in a fire 

accident. My frather employed him as a supervisor in our shop and 

gave him a house and other facilities.  

 

A clerk in the shop by name Manjappa had no parents. Father 

negotiated and arranged his marriage and celebrated the marriage.  

 

There would always be guests in the house for lunch. Father would 

be very happy to arrange samaradhana. During Rudrahomam 

nearly a thousand people would be served food irrespective of caste 

or creed. Jilebi was a permanent choice sweet and the size and 

taste of this sweet had become proverbial. 

 

During his term as M.R.A, he would get sitting fees for attending 

legislative sessions. By nature, he was averse to using this money 

for his personal needs since this comes from Govt. funds.  Once, he 

thought of arranging a party to all the legislators after the session. 

He invited all the legislators and arranged a get-together in the 

legislator’s home. Menu was Chappathi and Mango pulp sweet dish 

(Seekarane in kannada). This was very much appreciated by all the 
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legislators. In this age when MPs and MLAs claim their sitting fees 

as a matter of right and shamelessly fight for all types of facilities, 

my father’s attitude seems singular and incredible.  

 

Father had blood pressure and after he crossed 60 years, his health 

started failing. He was about 5’ 8” tall, well built and fair 

complexioned. He was a very strict disciplinarian as far as his food 

habits were concerned. He would get up around 4 a.m. in the 

morning (all through the year). After finishing daily chores, he would 

perform pooja and japams upto 8:30 a.m. and then have coffee. He 

would go out to the fields and garden to supervise works. After 

returning around 10:30, he would sit for society work upto 12:30. 

After meals around 1:30 p.m. he would take a nap of about one hour. 

In the evening, he would go for a long walk and go to shop. After 

seeing the mail from the evening bus, he would chat with friends. 

Around 8 pm he would walk home through the temple. After food, 

he would go to bed around 9:30 pm.  

 

In the later years of his life my four brothers landed with their families 

in Bikkali when the joint family of Sundaram uncle and brothers was 

split. Bikkali property came to my father’s lot.  My brothers had all 

along worked in the cinema line. They did not have the experience 

of village life. They made many mistakes and they could not manage 

father’s properties well. They did not understand the amount of hard 

work father had put in and they could not comprehend father’s skill 

and capabilities to get accepted in such an environment.  
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Father was an unhappy 

man. He grieved much 

since he could not do much 

due to his poor health. 

Mother also was very poor 

in health. He took her to 

Bangalore in June 1958. 

Suddenly he himself fell sick with backache. He was admitted to 

Victoria Hospital. Lot of care from his brothers was not useful as he 

was diagnosed to be suffering from Cancer in the pancreas region. 

He was not a diabetic. He breathed his last on 29th August 1958, 

Friday at 3 p.m. He was 64. 

 

He died a peaceful death under the affectionate care of his brothers. 

All the ceremonies were performed in the most fitting manner. Even 

after 30 – 40 years, old timers in the malnad areas  spend some 

time talking about his soft nature, helpful attitude and expressing 

their gratitude for all that he has done for them.  

Photo 23: 60th Birthday of SitaramaIyer 
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2.8.1 Personality traits 

 

Personality: He was about 5’8” and fair complexioned, medium 

size. 

 

Dress: a) Normal : Dhothie (kache) & Full arm shirt. 

 

b) Official: Dhothie, coat and cap. 

 

Ailment: High blood pressure 

    Cancer in the pancreas region towards the end. 

 

Nature: a) Very soft spoken. 

b) Very disciplined food habits. 

c) Very systematic method of working 

 
Hobbies: Nothing in particular 
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2.9 Srikanta Iyer 
 

Srikanta Iyer was 

born on 9th August 

1901 in Harakere. 

He was the only one 

among the four 

brothers who was 

educated upto 

graduation. He was 

18 years old when 

his father passed 

away. After SSLC, 

he studied in Tumkur. He passed his BA degree. He was a 

classmate of Justice Somanath Iyer, (who in the later years served 

in the Bar and retired as Chief Justice in Karnataka High Court). 

After his education, he returned to Shimoga and helped his elder 

brother in the family affairs. 

 

He married Kamala, daughter of M.S.Ganesha Iyer, Stock broker 

and partner in Aiyar & Co.  on Kempegowda road, Bangalore. He 

had seven sons Krishnaswamy, Nataraja, Mallikarjuna, Nagesha, 

Thyagaraja (a.k.a. Govinda), Gowrishankara and Suryanarayana 

and four daughters Balambal (Thangamani), Sumitra, Indira and 

Radha. 

 

When the cinema theatre was bought , it was a shed like structure 

with wooden poles and Zinc sheets. In course of time, this was 

pulled down and regular brick structure was constructed. 

Photo 24: Srikanta Iyer 
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Investments were made for projectors, screen, furniture, etc.   

Around this time, the house was also reconstructed, and many 

rooms were added. In all these constructions, Srikanta Iyer took a 

leading part. Planning and execution of all these constructions were 

the work of Sundaram Iyer and Srikanta Iyer only. No outside 

architect or engineer was appointed.  

 

After his graduation, Srikanta Iyer learnt astrology from Veera 

Raghava Iyer (Paiyya’s father). He specialized in astrology and he 

was very popular for his correct interpretations and predictions.  

 

In 1951, he went to Bombay and negotiated purchase of projectors 

and other machines for the cinema theatre. Apart from his trip to 

Kashi in 1940, this was his first trip outside Karnataka. Also none of 

the other brothers had gone out of the state. So Bombay, in those 

days, was like a foreign country to all of us in the house, In fact, even 

his own brothers Sundaram Iyer was very much excited about this 

visit. It was common topic in the house for months. Uncle used to 

narrate his observations often about people, their habits and life in 

general in Bombay. 

 

He used to do lot of japams everyday. He was very close to Sringeri 

Swamiji. He had a big circle of friends at high level. 

S.V.Krishnamurthy Rao, Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, 

A.R.Somanatha Iyer, Governor general of Karnataka for sometime 

and chief justice of Karnataka high court, H.K.Veeranna Gowda, 

A.R.Badari Narayan, one time ministers in Karnataka, Ratnamma 

Madhava Rao MLA and many others were his close friends. After 
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the passing away of his elder brothers, he kept a low profile. Later 

on, he moved to Bangalore and stayed with his sons. 

 

He passed away on 8th January 1997 in Bangalore. He was 95. His 

wife also passed away after one year. 
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2.9.1 Personality traits 

 

Personality: Tall, well built. He was the tallest of all his brothers. He 

had a photogenic face. 

 

Dress: a) Normal : Dhothie (kache) & Full arm shirt. 

 

b) Official: Dhothie, coat and cap. 

 

Ailment: None, quite healthy. Disciplined food habits. 

     
 

 
Hobbies: Astrology. He was an expert. Almost all marriages in the 

family are celebrated only after his approval of the 

match. He had a wonderful memory and could recollect 

horoscopes without referring to books. 
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2.10 Shivaswamy Iyer 
 

Shivaswamy Iyer was 

born on 17 Dec. 1910 in 

Harakere. He was the 

youngest among the 

brothers. He was hardly 

9 years old when his 

father passed away.  He 

did not have much 

education as he was not 

interested. He was very 

lazy in his younger days. 

His eldest brother used 

to punish him often for 

his laziness and poor 

studies. On such 

occasions, my mother 

used to protect him from 

his eldest brother. So uncle was naturally attached to my mother 

very much. 

 

Interestingly, inspite of these shortcomings, it was Shivaswamy Iyer 

who was mainly responsible for making the fortune smile on our 

family in those days. During his playful days he used to loiter near 

the cinema theatre in the evenings and make friendship with the 

employees there. He was attracted to the cinema life. In course of 

time, he collected lot of information about the theatre and its owner. 

The owner was a drunkard and had loose morals. He was in utter 

Photo 25: Shivaswamy Iyer 
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financial difficulties. One day, Shivaswamy Iyer brought information 

that the owner wanted to sell the theatre cheaply. He mooted the 

idea that we should buy the theatre ourselves. Ours being a very 

orthodox family and cinema being an untouchable field in those 

days, this idea was vehemently opposed by Sundaram Iyer. But 

uncle did not leave it at that. He went on getting more and more 

information about the theatre and he pleaded with his mother and 

other elders to accept the idea. Finally Sundaram Iyer had to give 

in. So the kerosene oil agency was sold for Rs. 3500- and out of this 

money, cinema theatre was purchased for Rs. 3000. 

 

Sivaswamy Iyer had fully taken charge of kerosene oil agency till it 

was sold. He was working with the help of all the boys Ramamurthy, 

Ramu and others.  Once the theatre was bought, uncle jumped into 

this business wholeheartedly. He had to learn the trade, arrange for 

procuring films for screening, regularize employees and slowly 

improve facilities. Continuous hard work on this slowly started 

yielding results witnessed in terms of improving collections. By this 

time, Ratnamma athe’s son Rangaswamy had come to Shimoga. 

Sundaram Iyer asked him to stay on in the family. Shivaswamy Iyer 

used him for cinema work along with the other boys in the house.  

 

Shivaswamy Iyer married Rajalakshmi, daughter of G. 

Ramachandra Iyer, Mylapore, Madras. Ramachandra Iyer had 

retired as professor of Mathematics, in the presidency college of 

Chennai. Uncle had five daughters Shyamala, Bhagyalakshmi, 

Mohana, Mahalakshmi and Saraswathi and only one son Sridhara.  

 



  My ancestors 

 56
 
   

Sivaswamy Iyer had to make frequent trips to Bangalore for fixing 

films for screening in Shimoga. After some time he purchased the 

world distribution rights for the kannada film Vasanthasena for Rs. 

17000/-. This was a very successful film. This was followed by the 

purchase of the film Harishchandra and other films. Uncle opened a 

film distribution office called “Sri Krishna Pictures” in Gandhinagar, 

Bangalore. He started distribution business. He used to distribute 

films for exhibition in the state by touring talkies on rental basis. In 

view of these increased activities, Shivaswamy Iyer shifted his 

family to Bangalore. From then on, activities widened with the 

purchase of cinema touring sets for our family. Later on he started 

trading in carbons and film cement required for cinema theatre.  

Photo 26: Shivaswamy and family – Sitting  down from L to R – Mahalaxmi, 
Saraswati, Sridhara (children names not included). Sitting middle row from L to R 
– Rajalakshmi’s parents, Rajalakshmi and Shivaswamy, Srikanta Iyer. Standing 
from L to R – Janardhan, Mohana, Narasimhan, Bhagyalaksmi, Satyamurthi and 
Shyamala 
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As years rolled on, he started winding up all these activities and 

turned a financier.  

 

He was a pragmatic person and had very good business acumen. 

He was quick to comprehend the ups and downs of business 

opportunities. That is why he would quickly switch on from one 

business to the other. He handled kerosene, came to cinema 

exhibition, distribution, accessories and then jumped to altogether a 

new area of financing. He was successful in all his endeavours. It is 

amazing to note that with very little education and with no exposure 

in a place in Malnad, he was able to achieve so much in life.  

 

Ever since his childhood, my mother used to take care of him. So 

he had a special soft corner for her and considered her as his 

mother. Whenever he came to Shimoga, he would visit her and take 

care of her medical needs, sarees etc.  He had great reverence for 

my father. When my father was not well in his last days, uncle took 

him to doctors and got him admitted to Victoria hospital. Srikanta 

Iyer would attend to doctor’s consultation etc. Shivaswamy Iyer used 

to visit him daily. When my father died, he had liabilities to the extent 

of 40,000 Rs. Shivaswamy Iyer said “I do not want his name to get 

spoiled because of these liabilities. I will clear all the loans”. He took 

charge of my father’s rice mill in Hariharapura near Bikkali and 

cleared all the loans. Not only that, he did not take any money from 

us for the thousands of rupees he had spent for my father’s medical 

treatment.  
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I will be less than a man, if I do not remember him with gratitude for 

all the services he rendered to my father and mother and for all his 

help to me, my brothers and all members of my family.  

 

He passed away on 27th Jan 1992 after a brief illness. He was 81. 
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2.10.1 Personality traits 

 

Personality: Short and Stout. Fair complexion 

 

Dress: a) Normal : Dhothie & Half arm shirt. 

b) Official: Dhothie, coat and cap. 

 

Ailment: Diabetics – Not very disciplined in health care. 

 
Nature: a) Generally soft natured not given to emotions. 

b) Very kind hearted. Would not stand other’s suffering. 

Very helpful in nature.  

c) Would generously spend on tips, donations, charities 

etc.  

d) Believed in helping in kind rather than in cash. 

e) Whether it was marriage, construction of houses or 

medical treatment, he was always there to help. 

f) He loved to enjoy good 

food preparations. Vada 

was his favorite dish.  

 
Hobbies: He was very 

much interested in rearing 

cows. Whenever he came 

to Shimoga, he would take 

charge of cattle shed and 

see to the comfort of the 

cows.  In Bangalore, he 

had two cows and he used to get about 5 litres of milk 

everyday. 

Photo 27: Shivaswamy Iyer with the cows 
he reared. 


